Thus, for instance, where he speaks of the Dionysian
orgies: "In almost every case, >he essence of these
festivals lay in an exuberant sexual licence, whose waves
inundated every family hearth with its venerable tradi-
tions; the most savage beasts of nature wen? here un-
chained, even to the point of that disgusting alloy of lust
and cruelty", etc, (p, 30).
Nietzsche considers the reconciliation of the Delphic
Apollo with Dionysos as a symbol of the reconciliation
of this antagonism within the breast of the civilised Greek.
But here he forgets his own compensatory formula, accord-
ing to which the Gods of Olympus owe their splendour
to the darkness of the Grecian soul The reconciliation
of Apollo with Dionysos would, according to this, be a
"beauteous illusion", a desideratum, evoked by the need
of the civilized half of the Greek in the war with his
barbaric side, that very element which broke out un*
checked in the Dionysian state,
Between the religion of a people and its actual mode
of life there always exists a compensatory relation ; If this
were not so, religion would have no practical significance
at all Beginning with the sublime moral religion of the
Persians co-existing with the notorious dubiousness-
even in antiquity—of the Persian manner of life, right
down to our ' Christian1 epoch, where the religion of love
assisted in the greatest butchery of the world's history;
wherever we turn we find evidence of this rule. We may,
therefore, conclude from this very symbol of the Delphic
reconciliation an especially violent cleavage In the Grecian
character. This would also explain that craving for de-
liverance which gave the mysteries their Immense meaning
for the social life of Greece, and which, moreover, was
completely overlooked by earlier admirers of the Grecian
world, They contented themselves with naively attributing
to the Greeks what they themselves lacked,

